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PtUUSE  AND  WORSHIP  -  Member*  of  the  Sanctuary  Choir  of  Firct  Church,  Jackson,  perform  June  19  in  a  combined  choir  with  six  other  churche*  at 
tht  2012  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  at  the  Ernest  N.  Mortal  Convention  Center  In  New  Orleans.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Messengers  elect  Luter,  approve  name  descriptor 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  -  Messengers  to 
the  201 2  annua)  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  June  19-20  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  witnessed  one  of  the  most 
momentous  gatherings  of  the  na¬ 
tion's  largest  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nation  in  its  167-year  history, 
electing  the  body's  fust  African 
American  president  and  voting 
to  approve  a  descriptor,  "Crest 
Commission  Baptists,*  far  those 
churche*  that  wkh  to  use  it  with 
or  witl  exit  including  "Southern 
Baptfet  Convention." 

For  the  tint  time  in  many 

ssireifcara 

Hankins,  senior  pastor  af  First 
Church,  Oxford,  was  detested  far 
second  vine-president  by  tferid 
Miller,  pastor  of  Southern  HOs 
Church  nStoux  CSy,  low*.  Mflfer 
replaced  F«*J  Latter  Jr.,  who  was 
elected  SBC  president. 

Nathan  Uno,  senior  pastor  af 
Northeast  Houston  Church  in 
Humble,  Tessa,  was  elected  few 
vice  president.  He  replaced  Eric 
Thomas,  senior  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Norfolk,  Vs.,  aid  farmer 
senior  oaator  of  First  Church, 
Vicksburg. 

John  Yeats,  executive  director 
of  the  Mieaouri  Baptist  Conven- 


SoiTH*R> 


nation  to  see  the  eteeboe  of  loiter, 
a  deerendwit  af  daws  who  now 
is  die  president  of  s  convention 
whose  founder*  defended  slavery 

at  its  inception  in  184s 

The  convention  ofbdaDy  re¬ 
pented  ofits  racist  past  at  the  1995 
annual  meeting,  and  has  seen  the 
r«  rrcnuge  of  non-white  churches 
grow  from  live  percent  of  da  SBCr 


this  convention  that  says  our 
doors  are  open."  He  also  said 
be  hopes  to  see  minorities  pro¬ 
moted  to  other  positions  with¬ 
in  the  convent^-  * — J  *  1 


Inside 


Last  year,  messengers  ap¬ 
proved  a  landmark  repeat  encour¬ 
aging  ethnic  diversity  111  SBC  00m- 
mmee  appotnunents 


Directi 


NEW  PRESIDENT  —  Fred  Luter  Jr.,  paetor  of  Franklin  Av¬ 
enue  Church  in  New  Orleans,  responds  to  a  question  at  a 
press  conference  tv-ld  shortly  after  his  June  19  election  as 
the  first  African-Amailcan  president  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  during  the  convention's  2012  annual  meet¬ 
ing  in  New  Orlaana.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Parkins  Jr.) 


don,  wss  re-elected  recording  Jj*red  7868.  Mississippi  Baptise 
secretary.  Jim  Wells,  Coopers-  churches  lent  79a  messengers  to 
the  Program  state  missionary  for  the  annual  meettag,  second  only 
strategic  partnerships  with  the  to  Louisiana  OsptHts'  943  nvs- 
Miaaoun  Baptist  Convention,  was  sennets. 

re-elected  regfetratian  secretary  ‘Die  2012  annual  meeting 

Total  registered  messenger!  at  brought  more  than  the  uauslnum- 
the  aoia  annual  meeteg  num-  ber  of  news  media  from  across  the 


f  news  media  from  across  the 


Luter,  who  was  unopposed 
and  received  a  lengthy  Handing 
ovation  bora  meaamgets  when 
elected,  told  reporters  at  a  news 
conference  shortly  after  his  elec¬ 
tion  that  he  sees  being  a  turning 
point  far  blacks  and  other  ethnic 
groups  in  relation  to  the  SBC 
'Here  is  a  convention  that  haa 
been  talking  this  racial  recon¬ 
ciliation  thing  and  now  they're 
putting  their  money  where  their 
mouth  is,*  said  Luter,  pastor 
of  Franklin  Avenue  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  whose  building 
was  Hooded  after  Hurricane  Ka¬ 
trina  but  has  been  rebuilt  into 
a  mega-church  amid  the  city's 
much-reduced  population 

Luter  called  his  election  "a  ' 
genuine,  authentic  move  by 
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,  The  slate  of  American  morality 

A  newly  released  GaDup  poll  taking 

ZA  America's  moral  temperature  fmds 
Z  Astrong  support  for  fidelity  in  marriage 
and  increasing  respect  lor  unborn  hie,  but 
in  other  key  areas  -  specifically  sex  outside 
of  marriage  and  homosexuality  —  Ameri¬ 
cans  may  have  lost  their  biblical  compass. 

According  to  the  GaDup  organization's 
innual  Values  and  Behe&  survey,  73%  of 
the  nation’s  citizens  believe  moral  values 
are  getting  worse  (up  from  69%  in  2011) 

This  sense  of  moral  malaise  is  generalized 
rather  than  rmedfic  with  no  one  issue  reach¬ 
ing  even  25%  as  the  number  one  issue. 

When  Gallup  focused  on  the  specif¬ 
ics,  however,  sexual  behavior  became  the 

Bi  WiraDy  speaking,  the  beat  news  coming  impacted  the  nation's  morals  and  led  to 
from  the  values  survey  is  dial  a  majority  of  ever  greater  acceptance  of  ever  more  devr 

Americans  still  have  tremendous  reaped  for  ant  material  hut,  at  the  most,  acceptance  of 
maniage.  No*  only  do  Americans  over-  pornography  at  least  lags  behind  unmarried 

whehningly  rqecTadulterous  behavior  ir  sex  and  gay/lesbian  relations  (59%  and  54* 

named^ouiiesdiey  reject  polygamy  an  respective^,  calling  each  morally  acceptable 

jSSEsSfe :=j 

previous  record  deviance  down  to  an  everdower  new  norma 

The  pro-choice  decline  is  evident  in  all  is  truly  as  dangerous  as  it  is  impressive, 

three  major  American  political  grouping  —  Americans  who  want  to  see  moral  ref- 


Guest  opinion 

with  Richard  Land 


Some  would  say  that  it  is  a  sign  of 
mo-al  decline  itself  when  people  view 
"only"  31%  finding  pornography  morally 


The  Big  Stoiy  (and  othefs) 


on  (SBC)  last  week  anything,  it  is  that  Southern  Baptists 
vaa  the  deration  tf  have  irached  the  point  wherenbS- 

“OwralbNSr*  SflISj'hvSqitto-  too.  <M’" 
itobethe  finS  African-  There  were  other  significant  hap- 
a  convention  founded  penings  at  this  most  significant  an- 
srgepart  to  defend  true!  meeting.  Viesseng-rs  approved 

slave  status  of  his  what  proponents  called  a  "descriptor" 

....  add-on  name  for  the  convention: 

»  pej  on  which  hung  Great  Commiasico  Baptists.  The 
irapd  re^rious  news  convention  will  still  be  legally  and 
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lived  in  WahhaO  County 

GuideStone  convention 
report  notes  awards  and 
tarings,  Mission:  Dignity 

"Give  yourself  wholeheartedly 
to  the  work.  We  ll  stand  back 
of  you.  If  you  fall  in  the  work 
we  ll  care  for  you;  if  you  die.  we 
will  not  allow  your  family  to 
suffer.  If  you  grow  old  in  the 
work,  we'll  comfort  you  in 
your  declining  years.’ 
We've  never  gotten  away  from 
our  founder's  vision." 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  GuideStone  fl- 
nandaljtesources  President  05.  Hawkins, 
in  his  report  to  messengers  atthe  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  NewTOrieans,  cited 
William  Lunsford,  the  Southern  Baptist 
entity’s  founder,  and  his  first  report  to  mes- 
v  angers. 

Tn  1918,"  Hawkins  said,  “our  founder 
William  Lunsford  stood  before  this  group 
and  made  this  pledge  to  the  pastors,  ‘Give 
yourself  wholeheartedly  to  the  work.  Well 
stand  back  of  you.  If  you  fall  in  the  work 
well  care  for  you;  if  you  die,  we  will  not  al¬ 
low  your  family  to  suffer.  If  you  grow  old  in 
the  work,  well  comfort  you  in  your  dedin- 


WMU  introduces  new 
curricula,  tagline  at 
New  Orleans  meeting 


The  Wall  Street  Journal,  Thomson 
Reuters,  and  Investment  News  honored 
GuideStone  Funds  March  8  in  New  York 
City  with  the  2012  Upper  Award  for  Best 
Overall  Small  Fund  Group  in  the  U.S.,  rat¬ 
ing  the  funds  No.  1  out  of  182  eligible  com¬ 
panies  with  up  to  $40  bilbon  in  assets. 

“William  Lunsford  would  rejoice  with  us 
tudav  in  the  incredible  investment  success 
that  God  has  given  to  GuideStone,  receiv¬ 
ing  the  highest  honors  in  the  investment 
world,"  Hawkins  said. 

Additionally,  ratings  firm  £360  ranked 
GuideStone  Funds  No.  1  out  of  223  mutual 
fund  fiunibes  for  the  quarter  ending  March 

31, 201*2.  _ _ __ _ 

nandal  support  for  those  in  need 

UuMir.ni  “If  you're  here  today  and  a  pastor  and 

__  ..  .  _ _  .  .  seated  by  a  sweet  lady  who  has  served  with 

While  ating  the  addition  rfCSyia  to  the  yOUfor(iec*des,andGod  takes  you  to  hesv- 
group  plan  options  offered  by  GuideStone,  _  we’re  going  to  take  care  of  her  until  she 
Hawkins  acknowledged  that  the i  biggest  meets  you  there,’ Hawkins  said 
news  regarding  healthcare  revolved  around  jn  comments  at  the  dose  of  the  report, 
the  upcoming  U5.  Supreme  Court  decision  ou^oing  SBC  President  Bryant  Wnghl 
on  the  Patient  Protection  and  Affordable  pastor  of  Johnson  Ferry  Church  in  Mari- 
Que  Act,  commonly  known  as  ObamaCare.  Gs.,  said  his  church  has  embraced  a 

“Many  of  you  know  that  the  Catholics  gjvjng  method  for  MissionDignity  as  part 
have  taken  a  litigation  route  related  to  this,  of  their  benevolence  offering. 

Hawkins  said  iVe’re  taking  a  legislative  "Whenever  we  have  the  Lord's  Supper, 
route  with  other  denominational  pension  which  is  about  once  a  month,  we  have  a 
funds,  working  side-by-side  trying  to  get  benevolence  offering  for  people  inside  and 
legWation  that  is  going  to  fix  some  of  UK  outside  the  church  who  have  oome  upon 
things  that  are  involved  in  this.  Were  abo  difficult  financial  times,’  Wright  said  TVe 
Hying  to  work  with  the  adminirtration.*  have  been  able  to  allow  for  a  portion  of  that 

While  emphasizing  that  GuideStone  offering  each  year  to  go  to  Mission;  Dignity, 
seeks  to  work  legislatively  and  adminirtra-  -ft  B  something  your  church  can  easily 
tively,  Hawkins  said  GuideStone  would  not  do  ifyou  have  a  benevolence  offering  to  des- 
oompromwe  its  oore  convictions.  tgnate  a  portion  to  Mission: Dignity 

“I  was  talking  to  our  new  (SBC)  president  In  addition,  Hawkins  announced  that 
a  moment  ago  and  I  asked  Fred  Luter  when  two  books.  The  Pastor’s  Guide  to  Leading  & 
he  goes  to  Washington,  as  he  surely  will  Living,  and  The  Joshua  Code:  52  Scripture 
very  soon,  to  take  a  message  from  us,  and  Verses  Every  Believer  Should  Know,  are 
that  is:  GuideStone  Financial  Resources  will  available  through  Christian  and  online  re- 
never  allow  this  administration  to  tell  us  tailers,  with  all  royalties  and  proceeds  ben - 
that  we  have  to  provide  abortive  drugs  like  efitting  Mission: Dignity, 
morning-after  puls  or  provide  for  same-sex  Pastor's  Guide  is  available  now.  Joshua 
marriages,’  Hawkins  said  to  applause  in  the  Code  will  be  available  in  August,  but  isavail- 
hall,  able  for  pre-order  at  popular  online  book¬ 

stores. 

teu  Hawkins  also  made  reference  to  Guidt- 

rroperty /casualty  Stone's  expanding  presence  in  social  media. 

Hawkins  discussed  a  new  partnership  Twitter  users  can  follow  @OSHawkins  for 
with  Brotherhood  Mutual  Insurance  Com-  ministry  tools,  tips,  sermon  outlines,  per- 
pany  to  provide  property  and  casualty  in-  sonal  reflections,  and  links  to  helpful  educa- 
su  ranee  tional  materials. 


“We  found  a  real  partner  in  Brotherhood 
utual,’  Hawkins  said.  Citing  their  similar 
e  ana  heritage  to  GuideStone  and  calling 


them  “our  Anabaptist  cousins,'  Hawkins 
said  Brotherhood  Mutual  is  one  of  the  top 
property  and  casualty  leaders  in  die  nation. 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Missions  era.  Women  00  Mision,  aud  Jther 
education  and  involvement  for  boys,  missions  organizations, 
a  new  tagline,  and  social  media  were  " "Missions  for  Life.'  WMlTs  new 

the  focus  of  Woman's  Missionary  tagline,  speaks  to  the  feet  that  what- 
Union  (WMU)  report  to  the  Southern  ever  your  age  or  stage  in  life,  WMU 
Baptist  Convention's  annual  meeting  has  missions  resources  just  for  you, 
June  19  in  New  Orleans.  Akerman  said.  "While  missions  edu- 

WMU  Executive  Direct  or /Trea-  cation  is  vitally  important  as  we  train 
surer  Wanda  Lee  said  the  return  to  the  next  generation  to  serve  Christ, 
WMU  of  responsibilities  for  Royal  WMU  seeks  to  equip  all  ages  for  mis- 
Ambassadors  and  Challengers  will  sions  involvement  so  others  may 
benefit  local  churches  and  provide  hear  of  Jesus,  the  giver  of  eternal  life, 
a  more  coordinated  curriculum  for  "Missions  discipleship  through 
children  in  miaskmal  discipleship  WMU  helps  instill  serving  others  snd 
while  streamlining  requests  for  re-  sharing  the  love  of  Christ  asa  part  of 
sources.  our  dally  lives  ’ 

“Over  the  last  few  years,  NAMB  WMU  is  actively  using  social 
[North  American  Mission  Board]  dia  to  keep  mission*  at  the  fore- torn 
and  WMU  staffs  have  collaborated  of  people  a  mind*  and  lives,  Leo 
on  resource*  for  Girls  in  Action  and  said.  In  addition  to  pe  nt  and  online 
Royal  Ambassadors,  but  this  transi-  resources,  every  feu11  at  national 
tion  presents  the  opportunity  to  do  WMU  has  embraced  social  media  in¬ 
even  more,’  lee  said  in  her  June  19  eluding  Facebook,  Pint  crest.  Twitter, 
report,  and  Instagram  as  means  for  sharing 

“Beginning  in  September,  each  missions  information, 
month  RA  and  GA  win  share  the  “Whatever  method  of  communica- 
same  missionary  feature  and  Bible  tion  you  prefer,  we  want  to  engage  you 
story  but  the  teaching  plans  and  in  a  two-way  eonveraation  about  mis- 
overall  look  and  teel  wifi  be  very  sions,"  Lee  said.  “We  are  here  to  serve 
gender-specific.  We  recognize  there  you  and  to  help  you  and  your  church 
is  such  a  short  window  of  opportu-  be  involved  in  the  mission  of  God  and 
nity  for  shaping  young  min*  to  be  stay  informed  about  the  many  ways 
missions-focused  and  we  are  fully  God  is  at  woA  around  our  world  - 
committed  to  effectively  discipling  During  this  years  WMU  Missions 
children  and  students  in  Southern  Celebration  and  Annual  Meeting  on 
Baptist  missions."  June  18,  Akerman  was  unanimously 

WMU  President  Debby  Akerman  re-elected  to  a  third  term  as  nation- 
said  WMU  offers  missions  education  al  president  and  Rosalie  Hunt  of 
for  all  ages  and  both  genders,  indud-  Gunteraville.  Al.,  was  re-elected  to 
ing  involvement  through  Mission  a  fourth  term  as  national  recording 
Fnends,  GA,  RA,  Acteens,  Challeng-  secretary. 
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Vacation  Bible  School 


BETHEL  CHURCH,  MONTICELLO.  recognizes  its  three- 
year-old  VBS  class.  Shown  are  Tina  Reid,  Layton  Ervin, 
Brelynn  Wilson,  Melanie  Rogers,  Annat&lla  Smithie,  Deb¬ 
bie  Koontz,  and  Brooke  Smith. 


DELAY  ROAD  CHURCH,  YALOBUSHA  ASSOCIATION:  June  3-7  with  17  children  en 

rolled  and  12  average  attendance. 


Y 


GILLSBURG  CHURCH,  GILLSBURG,  held  VBS  June  10  -  14.  A  par¬ 
tially  restored  1964  Cessna  ISO  was  provided  by  Ronnie  and  Jane 
Travis,  members  of  the  church. 


CHURCH, 
CALHOUN 

CALVARY  CHURCH.  OAK  GROVE,  recently  held  VBS.  with  COUNTY  AS- 
an  average  attendance  of  76.  SOCIATION. 

- m  held  VBS 

June  n  _  15 

Shown  are 
the  partici- 


ROLLING  HILLS  CHURCH,  CARRIERS,  recently  held  VBS. 
with  an  average  of  23  workers  and  teen  helpers  (shown),  min¬ 
istering  to  26  children.  The  children  collected  over  $240  for  the 
Baptist  Children’s  Village. 


Upcoming  Vacation  Bible  Schools: 

►  Bethel  Church,  Columbus:  July  9  -  13,  6  -  8:30  p.m.;  family  night,  Friday;  ages  3  -  6th 
grade;  for  information,  call  (662)  327-2111. 

►  Unity  Church.  Leakesville:  July  16  -  20, 6:30  -  9  p.m.  .ages  K  -  6th  grade. 

►  Mesa  Church,  fytertown:  July  9  -  13. 3  -  6  p.mj  for  more  information,  call  (601)  876-0*72 

►  Victory  Church.  Lincoln  Association:  July  8  -  12;  commencement,  July  13,  6:30  p.m. 
followed  by  fellowship. 

►  Immanuel  Church.  Greenwood:  July  9  -  13,  5:30  -  8  p.m.,  with  supper  provided;  for 
information,  call  (662)  453-8242. 

►  First  Church.  Marion:  July  9  -  13.  9  -  11:30  a.m.;  3  years  -  6th  grade;  for  information, 
call  (601)  485-9503 

►  Macedonia  Church.  Lee  County:  July  9  -  13,  6  -  8:30  |i.m.;  nursery  -  6th  grade. 
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1  Solomon,  spent  a  great  deal  of  his 
time  pondering  the  mysteries  of 
life.  He  was  intrigued  with  numan  rela¬ 
tionships  and  he  was  fascinated  by  the 
animal  world  all  around  him.  Solomon 

«ard,  to  go  and  ^SJTth^iiit^Q^rtive 
and  industrious  that  little  creature 
struggles  with  burdens  lareer  than  it 

is  and  spends  a  great  deal  of  its  time 

preparing  and  storing  food  for  the  days 
when  there  will  be  nothing  available. 
Solomon  wants  us  to  know  that  even 
the  tiny  little  ant  has  the  wisdom  to  be 
prepared  for  when  the  difficult  times 
come.  Now  the  reason  for  this  article  is 
not  to  give  an  exposition  on  Solomon's 
dealing  with  the  animal  world,  but  to 
give  consideration  to  the  problem  erf 
why  dogs  chase  cars. 

One  Saturday  afternoon  I  was  listen¬ 
ing  to  this  fellow,  Warren  Eckstein, 
who  comes  on  the  radio  and  calls  his 
program,  The  Pet  Show.  Obviously, 
this  fellow  knows  a  lot  about  the  »nim.l 
world.  I  do  not  know  how  be  knows 
what  he  knows,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
some  of  the  things  that  he  knows  could 
°  Is  th  *°Unf out  ^  diking  to  the  ani- 

As  I  was  listening  to  him,  someone 
culled  in  and  wanted  to  know  about 
why  dogs  chase  cars.  This  person  had 
a  particular  interest  because  they  had  a 
dog  that  chased  cars.  Nowyou prob¬ 
ably  think  I  need  some  serious  help 
with  my  own  mental  and  emotional 


not  necessarily  mean  that  it  was 
the  best  thing  or  the  right  thing. 

Sometimes  the  passing  of  time  tells  a 
different  story  .  For  instance,  in  the 
case  of  a  church  just  dismissing  a  pas¬ 
tor  because  he  is  not  thonght  well  of 
by  the  right  people  may  ljgve  sad  and 
serious  consequences  as  the  years  go 
H*,  a«*«*i*>  not  all  of  the  time,  but 
iking  when  this  kind  of 
i  very  little  thought  is 
insequences,  the  implica- 
impact  that  will  be  made 
n,  tne  wife,  the  enlarged 
•star,  and  on  the  lives 
n  the  church.  It  should 

- - lightly  and  never  be  done 

without  respect  and  grace.  Even  then 
the  hart  can  be  deep  and  long. 

This  brings  me  to  another  fact 
about  doga  chasing  cars  and  that 
is  your  success  may  in  time  hold 
destruction  within  it.  How  many 
dogs  have  been  run  over,  killed,  and 
left  on  the  side  of  the  road  because  th^ 
had  become  so  good  at  chasing  care 
that  certainly  nothing  would  ever  harm 
actions  them?  It  is  not  a  good  thing  to  keep 

_ _ _ th-t  we  did  chasing  your  successes  even  when  they 

the  right  thing.  For  instance,  just  think  look  beneficial, 
about  all  of  the  things  at  church  that  get  The  old  question  comes  to  the  fore- 

done  and  people,  maybe  individuals  or  front  about  car  chasing  dogs.  What 
groups,  tlunk  that  is  the  way  we  need  would  he  do  if  he  caught  it?  Well,  most 

it  to  be.  It  could  be  things  like  running  of  the  time  what  they  do  is  die.  But 
the  preacher  off  or  someone  forcefully  they  cannot  figure  all  of  that  out  and 
demanding  their  way  about  something  sometimes  those  of  us,  who  own  some 
that  is  almost  meaningless.  Whatever  of  them,  cannot  figure  it  out.  So  here  is 
the  issue  is  it  goes  away  and  we  prance  one  final  thought.  It  might  be  a  far 
back  to  our pmch  thinking  that  we  did  better  thing  to  be  a  failure  at  car 
tlmngtttMgamdh  wass^good  thing,  chasing  than  to  be  successful  at  it 

because  you  do  something  that  The  author  can  be  contacted  at 


tions,  and  the 
on  the  childrei 
family  of  the  p 
of  the  people  i 


Why  dogs  chase  cars 


But  honestly  1  was  just  riding  along  guy-*  insights  into 
in  my  car  and  this  guy  was  only  back-  1  thought  sothedc 
ground  noise  until  that  person  called 
in  and  wanted  to  know  why  dogs  chase  off  and  they  are  in 
cars.  •  •  - 

This  is  what  be  told  the  person  that 
called  in  to  the  radio  program.  He  went 
into  a  big  discussion  of  the  psychology 
of  dogs  chasing  cars  and  why  they  keep 
on  doing  it.  He  said  that  the  reason 
they  chase  can  is  because  when  a  car 
comes  into  their  area  they  want  to  pro¬ 
tect  their  bore  era  so  they  hark,  chase 
the  car,  and  it  soon  disappears.  All  of 
this  behavior  affirms  to  the  dog  that  it 
did  the  right  thing  because  the  car  is 
gone.  Now  I  wondered  how  he  knew 
that  and  then  I  thought  well  why  did  I 


chasing  cars. 

-  - - - 0 — «H  good  about 

themselves  because  they  run  the  care 
"  ’  ±:„  -  li  charge  of  their  arei 

Main.  I  thought  about  now  humanis¬ 
tic  that  is  andhuiv  maybe  this  fellow 
was  applying  human  psychology  to  th 
canine  world. 

I  do  know  that  we  human  beings 

make  decisions  and - 

that  may  lead  us  to  I 


Growing  Churches 
Conference 

July  27-28, 201 2 

Temple  toptt*  Church.  inttfosbur. 


Oettfciy  the  inoet  from  revtvelo  C  In  runes  Coom 

"  *°*fY  ***»  *  *  C***'  World?  Crelfl  Wehordio 
tie  Kory... AoeWMU  Director  Msllssn  Moors 

Jim  Dk»*i<s 

YQUOQ  Adult 

You°fl  ***»  Mtash  Carter 

'WTu™' 

MSly  *****  Jw»Vog«l 

C^  ChenpingWorWofPreschooIsm  Tommy  tends* 

'•**»*»  on  Noe;  or 
•l«i  church  group  r«e  on  line. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  TUPELO,  recognize*  Bible  driller*  Lauren  Pugh, 
Micah  RusmII,  Uly  Pittman,  Madi*on  Young,  and  Trevor  Side*.  Chad 
Grayson,  pastor. 


LIO  WX  EWP  ZMX  LZMAH. 


GDOP  ZXA:  PANA 

Clue:  O-T 

knowledge.  A  King  James  Verson  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  die  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  John  Twenty:  Twenty-nine 
•y  Charter  Marx.  1131-2004. 0  2005 


GXS  EA  PGWS  IXOZ  OEAC,  WO  WP  XZO 
TZH  KZI  OZ  BXZM  OEA  OWCAP  ZH  OEA 
PAGPZXP,  MEWDF  OEA  TGOEAH  EGOE 


1 1  utli  is  not  relative 

I  lild  ll  mi  (lit  l  tile  v\!tit  is  (lie  w  in  liiifjr  iiui  (if« 


ill  I  iilmit  I  In  I  I  ii«  cil  ton  I  !i.i\<  mill  ii 

•  *  I  o  .ml  loi  t*i  \  t  lies*.  I o i  iiii  Mil* 

atiul  !•&  l  iliiln  1 1  mu  ell  i  ii  1 1  ili-.illi  I  i  «*|m  ut 
t  I  Mclli'ir  |i‘>m  (liril  .mil  1 1 1  m  limn  llu* 
l^l.m  tl>  Im  t»!\ i  lilt  Mils  .111(1  to  li'stdll* 
.  Tj#?r  lilt  Ii  l.llliMlslll|i  Willi  toil 

*  I  In  lli  ti'  hi  Ji  siis 

I  lit  l.lllll  I  llltlh  |i  II  (  III  1st  Milo  lilt  Ills* 
from  this  tmii  mi  I  o  ml  lo  lite  iii  i  lot  in  i*  iiLiliniisliio 
t\  1 1 1 1  1 1  no  (  1 1  •  i  •  1 1  (  tni  *1  .i  -  in  >  S.it  im  i  mi  I  in  1 1. 1 
cil «  it  him  Ik  Wi.  i/i  I*.  in  tin  i  i.  hl  lit  h<  t  i  hihin-n  itf 

‘  .1.  **•  <>  it  !».*  ht  /n  » i  in  In  mum  Inhu  I  IJl 

vi  •  (  1  •  "ll  u  I  •  In*  ,tt  *i ••ill In  mi  ir.i|iti*. l  i  tmr i ) i 

lol  |itl  llll.ll  l^ilillilll  f. 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  a  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
phonographs  of  (pedal  event*  that  take  piece  in 
cooperating  churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention 

Mows  submitted  lor  publication  in  The  Baptist 
Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewritten,  (b)  needy 
printed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly 

printed  on  standardized  forms  provided  by  the 
newspaper.  A»  articles  must  be  received  in  writing; 
no  ertide*  wR  be  accepted  over  the  telephone 
News  may  be  submitted  etectronicatiy  to  the 
a  ri  drees  below,  end  must  be  cortiained  in  the  mee- 
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sage  segment  of  an  email  form.  Due  to  increasing 
virus  threats.  no  text  attachments  yd  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  ere  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who. 
what.  when,  where  delate  of  the  story,  along  with  a 
contact  parson's  address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  ba  color  or  black  and  white 
Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  are  not  reproduc¬ 
ible.  Digital  phoioa  may  ba  uaed  if  submitted  as  a 
JPEG  file  via  either  email  CD  or  CM)  Photos  must 
ba  dear,  sharp,  and  letilghlad.  Cal  phone  photo¬ 
graph*  and  other  low  resolution  items  are  generally 
no!  publishable  Riotographs  can  not  ba  returned. 
Please  do  not  attach  photos  with  tape  or  itaplas. 

J 


Al  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  al  pho¬ 
tographs  are  subject  to  cropping  Photographs  must 
depict  people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  objecl- 
oniy  photographs  wR  ba  printed  News  items  and/ 
or  photographs  can  ba  pubfahed  one  time  only 
News  itams  and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits 
and  activities  tor  secular  or  outside  organizations 
vmI  not  ba  pubtahed  Deadline  for  submitting  news 
is  one  weak  prior  to  requested  publication  data 
Articiea  tiiat  are  not  date  sensitive  wR  ba  pub- 
kshad  on  a  space  available  basis 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord.  P.0  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS  382060630  FAX 
(601)  282-3330  Email:  baptiatiamtdRmbcb.org 
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►  Mosk's  Cn«k  Church, 
Lincoln  County:  Revival,  July 
8-11;  Suil,  Sunday  School,  10 
a  m.;  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  hmch  and  aftemoon  service; 
Moo.  -  Wed.,  7  pm;  Wayne 
Hudna.«»k(rt>at  Rice'  mu- 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

^  Saula  Valley  Church,  Walsh,  m»w- 


►  Saute  Valley  Church, 
Monticello:  Revival,  July  8 
-  11;  Sun.,  Sunday  SchotJ,  10 
am;  worship,  u  am,  followed 
by  lunch  and  aftemoon  ser¬ 
vice;  Mon  -  Wed,  7pjn.;  Joey 
Faulk,  speaker,  Maurice  Rut¬ 
land,  rmsfe. 

►  Na«/  Ufa  Fellowship, 

Oaklet  d:  Revival,  July  8  -  li; 
Sun.,  1 3:30  am  and  4  nm; 
Mon.  -  Wed,  7  pm;  Larry 
Wicket,  speaker. 

►  Friendship  Church,  Mc- 
Comb  Revival,  July  8  -  10; 
Sun,  0:45  am,  foiloaved  by 
lunch  ind  1  pm;  Mon.  -  Tue, 
7  pm  ’Wth  revival  choir  at  6:30 
pm;  1  m  Parker,  speaker,  Tom 


Walsh,  music;  Laveme  Sum- 
mertiii,  pastor. 

►  Bond  Church,  Stone 
County:  Homecoming,  July 
i>  u  am;  Bill  Taylor,  speaker; 
Steve  Jackson,  music;  John 
Sullen,  pastor,  concert  by  The 
Red  Roots. 

►  Houcks  Retreat, 

Brook  haven:  Homecoming, 
July  15;  services,  10  am,  foi- 
fowcd  by  fellowship  meal;  Casey 
Wflhams,  speaker  Dale  Heard, 


►  Goodwater  Church, 
Smith  County:  Homecom¬ 
ing  and  cemetery  meeting  July 
8;  services,  u  a.m,  followed  by 


Staff  Changes 


OLD  HEBRON 
CHURCH, 
NEWH- 
EBRON,  has 

called  Terry 
Phillips  as 
pastor,  shown 
with  Andrea, 
Samantha,  and 
Perry. 


College  News 


HOLY  LAND  2013 

January  2-12,2013 
1 1  Day  Custom  Travel  to  Israel 
with  Mississippi  Co'lege  group 
Experience  Spiritual  Renewal,  Archaeological  Discovery. 
Biblical  Understanding 

Coosa:  Dr.  Roger  Greene  mcenefemcedu 

Professor,  Christian  Studies  (601)925-3291 

Mississippi  College  (601)  924-5403 


C  arpenter  ISus  Sales 


i71V4  1/  1-iM* 


15 (#11161) 
26  (*10316) 
33  (*11074) 
44  (*11076) 


5776 

5*51 

51,540 

51,997 


5647 

5709 

51.213 

51,664 


560* 

5667 

51,207 

51.565 


TURNING 


You  Up  To 

4-0  % 


Medicare 

Supplement 


Our  I'lan  Can 
Also  Cover  Yon 
at  Home  Lon^- 
T erm  Care 


800-370-6180  •  www.CcnpenterBus.com 


CLASSIFIEDS 


B2ptistRecord 


SI  I  III  \  I  MIX  ISM  l< 


•  Supportive  paid  staff  and 
volunteers 

•  30,000  sq.  ft.  state  of  the 
art  student  building 

•  Strong  relationship*  with 
area  schools 

•  Talented  and  passionate 
.  students  eager  to  impact 

a  community  for  Jesus 
Christ 


Send  resume  to 
parti^calvarynet.net 
Learn  more  about  Calvary 
by  visiting 


Sixty-one  nursing  students  from  the  three  WILLIAM  CAREY 
UNIVERSITY  campuses  were  formally  inducted  into  the  Up- 
silonTheta  Chapter  462  of  Sigma  Theta  Tau  International  Honor 
Society  of  Nursing  on  June  16  in  Wilkes  Dining  Hall  on  the  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  campus.  SigmaThetaTau  is  the  only  recognized  Honor 
Society  of  Nursing,  inviting  members  based  on  academic  and 
professional  excellence  Upsilon  Theta  Chapter  462,  chartered 
in  2007,  it  sponsored  by  the  Joseph  and  Nancy  Fail  School  of 
Nursing  atWCU.  Shown  are  some  of  the  students. 


MS  POSITIONS 


S0UT1BRN  BAPTBT  CHURCH  64  NKD  OF 
A  P1AMBT  Surveys  AM  I  PM  «  Wedwdey 
wep  Rn«e  land  urn  B  Hat  Bo* 

Oudi  Am  PanonrW  ComBn  P0.  Bcs 

110.  Merer.  MS  3*117 _ 

FBC  K06CUK0.  MB  ■  SEEKING  A  RAJ. 
TME  CtWOREIfS  6B4BTER  PBnenaiiw 
■CM  B  PwaorrW  CamnSBe  FBC  KosauSo. 
P0  Bn  70.  Koecuko  MS  38090  or  emS 

ftemBdrtn»»0fcUiceaue>ocom _ 

CALVARY  BAPTBT  CHURCH  OF  BRAXTON, 
Ml  M  SEARCH  OF  A  IMSIER  OF  YOUTH 
fe— I  nr  be  emend  lo  cnareyw6O0be4 
■uti  net  or  mMed  B  P0  Bn  111  Bvtor  MS 
38044  For  Queefer  pfceee  at  Chad/  VKSdi 
06018682179  Oeadfcw  03-19.12 


SMALL  BAPTBT  CHURCH  M  N  RAMON 
COUNTY  N  NEED  OF  PIANO  PLAYER  Send 
reeune  B  P0  Bn  338  Sent*  Mt  38161  or 


SMALL  BAPTBT  CHURCH  M  N.  RAMON 
COUNTY  M  NEED  OF  A  BP  VOCATIONAL 
MUSK  MNBTER  Send  raeuna  B  P0  Bn 
338  Sent*  Mi  38161  or  err*  pSen® 

mmmMsM _ 

ARLINGTON  HEIGHTS  BAPTBT  CHURCH 
OF  PASCAGOULA  MS  B  SEEKING  A 
FULL  TRK  STUDENT  MNBTER  PWne 
•and  Ikam  B  Be  dwrt  *  3819  ArtngBn 
SI.  Pamgou*  MS  38661  AMn  Sea HP 
Commeee  or  by  em M  ■  artrgBr  ctuxtgj 
DefcoUhnet 


tin  vouraell  a  10°/o  Bonus 

With  Market  Power  Bonus  Index 


K*|uiTr\ifei  Life  Inturtnce  Company*  offers  you  a  ICBC  Immiur 
on  any  premiums  paid  In  the  first  year  Ililii  10%  ia  applied 
immediately  lo  your  account  and  is  available  to  start  rurninu 
inteteal  right  awav.  In  addition,  this  annuity  inves  vuti  tin- 
power  of: 

•  Completely  avoided  market  losses — Guaranteed 

•  Index-linked  earnings 

•  Tax  deferral 

•  Access  to  your  money 

Call  ua  today  for  mors  information! 

L.D.  O’ Mire 

Financial  Ssrvicss 
Serving  Ov* r  SO  Tsars 
eOt.9ST.3ddl 


The  Decision  Dare 

This  week's  lesson  concludes  Unit  l: 
Profile  in  Courage.  The  Study  Theme 
is  Character  at  the  Crossroads.  Adults 
have  been  challenged  to  display  cour¬ 
age  in  accepting  a  series  of  dares  de¬ 
signed  to  draw  them  closer  to  the  LORD 
and  make  them  effective  witnesses  for 
Christ.  To  date,  we  have  looked  at  the 
Leadership  Dare,  the  Faith  Dare,  the 
Accountability  Dare,  and  the  Loyalty 
Dare.  The  Book  of  Joshua  has  provided 
various  character  studies  as  we  have 
contemplated  these  dares.  This  week 
we  are  challenged  to  take  the  Decision 
Dare. 

The  goal  of  this  week's  lesson  is  to 
help  adults  dare  to  decide  about  liv¬ 
ing  in  covenant  relationship  with  the 
LORD.  Accepting  the  dare  is  no  easy 
task  because  to  truly  understand  the 
dare  is  to  make  a  life-long  commitment 
to  live  for  God  and  by  His  standards. 

l.  Take  Your  Stand  (Josh. 
24:14-15)  As  Joshua  entered  the  twi¬ 
light  years  of  his  life,  be  felt  compelled 
to  assemble  all  Israel  at  Shechem  to 
take  one  last  stand  for  the  LORD.  His 
stand  included  a  two-fold  plea.  First, 
he  challenged  the  people  to  "fear  the 
LORD  and  serve  Him  with  all  faith¬ 
fulness’  (24:142;  NIV).  Second,  he 
implored  them  to  “throw  away’  their 
ancestors’  gods  from  the  regions  of 
Mesopotamia  and  Egypt  (14:14b). 

Joshua  realized  he  could  not  make 
the  people  follow  his  command,  nor 
would  he  be  around  much  longer  to  en¬ 


•  Joshua  24:14-25 

force  his  wishes.  Therefore,  he  gave  the 
people  a  choice.  If  serving  the  LORD 
seemed  undesirable  they  could  choose 
to  serve  the  Mesopotamian  gods,  or 
even  the  Amorites  gods.  Tne  term 
Amorite  referred  in  a  general  way  to  the 
indigenous  people  of  Canaan  left  be¬ 
hind  after 
the  jpn- 
quest. 

Then 
Joshua 
took  a 
coura¬ 
geous 
stand. 

Even  -if 
the  people 
decided 
to  go  after- 
false  gods,  he  would  not  go  with  them. 
With  great  boldness  he  said,  *1  and  my 
household,  we  will  serve  the  LORD 
(25:15b;  MT).  The  syntax  in  Hebrew  is 
emphatic. 

what  about  us?  Do  we  have  the  cour¬ 
age  to  take  our  stand  for  the  LORD?  In 
an  increasingly  pluralistic  and  secular 
America,  we  need  to  stand  up  and  say 
emphatically,  *1  and  my  family,  we  will 
serve  the  LORD!’ 

a.  Refuse  Shallow  Commit¬ 
ment  fJosh.  24:16-18)  The  people 
responded  to  Joshua's  -bold  stand  by 
denying  they  would  ever  forsake  the 
LORD  (24:16).  They  then  buttressed 
their  response  by  recounting  God’s  aal- 


vific  acts  on  their  behalf,  the  Exodus, 
the  plagues  and  provisions,  and  protec¬ 
tion  from  enemy  nations  (24:17).  The 
people  also  acknowledged  the  LORD’S 
role  in  (Living  out  the  nations  during 
the  conquest  (24:18a). 

Then,  in  the  strongest  faith  affirma¬ 
tion  of  all, 
they  ac¬ 
cepted  the 
Decision 
Dare.  They 
exhibited 
courage 
by  decid¬ 
ing  to  live 
in  cov¬ 
enant  re¬ 
lationship 
with  the 
LORD  by  stating,  'We  too  will  serve 
the  LORD’  (24:18b;  NIV).  Perhaps  the 
most  important  part  of  their  decision 
was  the<r  reason  for  deciding  to  serve 
the  LORD,  'because  He  is  our  God.’ 
They  refused  to  make  a  shallow  com¬ 
mitment. 

3.  Count  the  Coat  (Josh.  24:19- 
25)  Joshua ’8  response  at  first  seemed 
less  than  enthusiastic  and  even  dis¬ 
couraging.  He  told  the  people  they 
were  not  able  to  serve  the  LORD 
(24:19;  NIV).  During  his  lifetime 
Joshua  had  witnessed  many  occasions 
where  the  covenant  community  had 
turned  their  backs  on  God.  Accepting 
the  Decision  Dare  meant  more  than 


making  a  verbal  response  at  a  special 
gathering.  The  Shechem  convention 
would  soon  end;  people  would  return 
to  the  regular  routines  of  their  lives. 
Would  they  serve  the  LORD  a  “holy’ 
and  ’jealous’  God?  Joshua  reminded 
the  people,  God  would  not  forgive 
their  on-going  rebellion  and  sins  if 
they  lapsed  on  their  covenant  com¬ 
mitments  and  turned  to  other  gods 
(24:i9b-20).  Joshua  wanted  to  be  sure 
the  people  had  counted  the  cost  of  fol¬ 
lowing  the  LORD. 

The  people  reaffirmed  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  serve  the  LORD  (24:21). 
Convinced  of  their  seriousness,  Josh¬ 
ua  informed  them  they  were  “witness¬ 
es  against*  themselves  if  they  reneged 
on  their  commitments.  Then,  Josnua 
challenged  the  people  to  combine  ac¬ 
tion  to  faith  by  putting  away  the  for¬ 
eign  gods  among  them  and  to  yield 
their  hearts  to  the  LORD  (24:23). 

The  people’s  twin  commitments  to 
’serve  tne  LORD’  and  to  "obey  Him" 
are  expressed  emphatically  in  the  He¬ 
brew  text.  The  people  meant  business! 
Joshua  proceeded  to  make  a  covenant 
between  the  people  and  the  LORD. 
Their  commitment  meant  following 
covenant  ’decrees  and  laws’  (24:25; 
NIV).  We  too  should  count  the  costs 
of  accepting  Jesus  and  living  for  Him. 
Let’s  take  the  Decision  Dare. 

VanHom  is  dean  of  Christian  Stud¬ 
ies  at  Mississippi  College,  Clinton. 


Explore  the 

with  W.  Wayne  VanHom 


Free  •John  16:5-15 

Only  a  bonafide,  csud  carrying 
preacher’s  kid  (I  qualify)  can  truly  ap¬ 
preciate  this  little  story,  one  of  my  all- 
time  favorites.  The  pastor  noticed  that 
his  own  son  and  several  playmates  had 
gathered  quietly  under  the  huge  shade 
tree  in  the  backyard  of  the  parsonage. 
Curious  at  their  silence,  he  walked  over 
to  see  what  was  going  on.  A  dead  bird 
was  resting  on  toe  ground  next  to  an 
empty  tennis  shoe  box.  The  kids  had 
borrowed  his  shovel  from  the  shed  to 
dig  the  birdie  a  grave.  He  watched  with 


us  wisdom  and  understanding  of  His  the  Holy  Spirit  can  be  fully  alive  inside 
Word.  He  confirms  confidence  in  our  each  person  who  says  yes  to  Jesus, 
eternal  relationship  with  God  through  Before  salvation,  the  Holy  Spirit 
Christ.  First,  we  will  discover  that  we  draws  us  to  come  to  God.  At  salvation, 
are  enslaved  to  sin  and  desperately  the  Holy  Spirit  declares  us  to  be  sons  of 
need  to  be  free.  God,  joint  heirs  with  Christ.  After  sal- 

God  the  Father  made  each  of  us.  God  vation,  the  Holy  Spirit  grows  us  toward 
the  Son  was  a 
God  the  Holy 
Spirit  was  , 
sent  to  dwell 
inside  those 
of  us  who 
believe.  God 
sent  Jesus. 


Becky  Brown 


One  Who 
RW1  sent  Him 
to  Earth. 

Then  in 

John  16:7,  Jesus  promises  to  send  them 
The  Helper.  The  definition  of  this  word 
for  ’sent’  and  ’send’  (past  and  future) 
means  td  dispatch  one  on 
tant  errand.  God  l _ _  _ _  _ 

die  and  live  again.  Jesus  sent  the  Holy  ,, _ ........ ..... 

Spirit  to  help  us  die  to  ourselves  ana  called  believers.  Would  you  b 
live  forever  with  Him  in  Heaven.  The  your  burden  of  sin?  God  the 
word  translated  Helper  is  'paraklay  *  *  * 

toa;’  “Para"  means  beside  and  "klay 

tos  means  called.  Believers  are  never  Brown  is  the  staff  evangelist  at  First 
alone.  The  Helper  is  here.  Church,  Richland. 


will  return  all  glory  to  Jesus.  Convicted. 
Convinced.  Confirmed.  Completed. 

The  most  incredible  car  cannot  win 
the  race  without  an  engine.  Those  din¬ 
ner  rolls  will  not  rise  properly  without 
yeast.  Electrical  appliances  will  sit  idle 
until  they  are  plugged  into  a  power 
an  impor-  source.  People  who  choose  to  refuse  the 
sent  Jesus  to  jive,  and  Holy  Spirit  are  called  unbelievers.  Peo¬ 
ple  who  choose  to  invite  Him  inside  are 
be  free  from 

_ _ 1  Holy  Spirit 

says  you  can  be!  Are  you  listening? 
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Truth  or  Consequences  •  Lesson  Passages:  Judges  2:1 1-22 


In  this  week’s  lesson,  we  transi¬ 
tion  from  the  emphasis  on  the  con¬ 
quest  and  allotment  of  the  land  (Book 
of  Joshua)  to  life  in  the  land  under 
the  judges  (Book  of  Judges).  We  are 
struck  by  the  two  realities  when  read¬ 
ing  Judges  1-2.  First,  though  the  Is¬ 
raelites  had  conquered  the  land,  not 
all  the  original  inhabitants  had  been 
dislodged.  Their  continued  presence 
in  the  land  guaranteed  on-going  mili¬ 
tary  challenges  and  temptations  to  re¬ 
ligious  syncretism  for  Israel.  Second, 
the  contrast  between  God's  covenant 
faithfulness  and  Israel’s  covenant  in¬ 
fidelity  are  juxtaposed  in  the  sharp¬ 
est  way.  The  purpose  of  this  lesson 
is  to  examine  Israel’s  unfaithfulness, 
then  to  note  how  unfaithfulness  has 
negative  consequences.  When  we  face 
crises  or  moments  of  weakness  that 
tempt  us  to  sin  against  the  Lord,  we 
can  demonstrate  fidelity  to  the  Lord 
by  recognizing  unfaithfulness  has  dire, 
consequences.  God  will  allow  us  to 
suffer  the  punishment  of  our  own  re¬ 
bellion.  Yet,  God  never  abandons  us. 
His  discipline  is  corrective  and  nur¬ 
turing.  He  seeks  to  get  us  back  on  the 
right  track. 

Judges  2:7-10  notes  the  people’s 
covenant  faithfulness  all  of  Joshua’s 
days  and  the  elders  who  outlived  him. 
Tragically,  a  pattern  of  sin  and  Judg¬ 
ment  characterized  life  in  the  Prom¬ 
ised  Land  after  the  death  of  Joshua's 
generation. 


1.  Spiritual  Adultery  ( J udg.  2:11- 
13,17)  The  major  sin  Israel  incurred 
was  the  sin  of  idolatry  or  spiritual 
aduhery.  They  served  the  Baals  (2:11), 
the  Asntoretns  (2:13),  and  various 
other  pagan  gods  (2:12,17).  Generally 


a.  Spiritual  Discipline  (Judg. 
2:14-15)  God’s  reaction  to  Israels 
infidelity  is  described  in  human-like 
(anthropomorphic)  terms;  “his  anger* 
(2:14;  NTV)  or  “the  hand  of  the  Lord 


1  (2:13),  and  various  (2:14;  NTV)  or  “the  band  of  the  Lord 
ids  (2:12,17).  Generally  was  against  them*  (2:15;  NTV).  The  net 
was  the  storm  god.  He  result  was  the  empowerment  of  Israel's 

enemies. 
Without 
divine 
protection 

Explore  1 

dered,* 
“sold  into 
the^hands 
of  their 
enemies,* 
and  *no 


controlled  enemies, 

the  rain.  without 

His  female 
consort 
was  the 
goddess 
Ashtaroth. 

Together, 
they  con¬ 
trolled  the 
fertility  of 

the  land.  enemies,* 

As  the  Is-  and  “no 

raelites  transitioned  from  being  no-  longer  able  to  resist’  (2:14).  Asa  conae- 
mads  to  becoming  farmers,  they  were  quence  they  continually  faced  “defeat* 

ontioo^  inane  laa  in  ika  ralioinn  rvf  “tko  an/I  mam  in  “aeant  ■*- - "  f O'  1  cl 


quence  they  continually  faced  "defeat" 
and  were  in  “great  distress’  (2:15). 

3.  Divine  Compassion  (Judg. 
2:16,18)  God  sought  more  to  disci- 


enticed  to  engage  Tn  the  religion  of  *the  and  were  in  'great  distre 
peoples  around  them’  (2:12;  NTV).  At  3.  Divine  Ccmpas 
best  they  syncretized  their  worihip  of  2:16,18)  God  sought  more  to  discl- 
the  Lora  with  their  worship  of  Baal  and  pline  His  people  in  a  corrective  way 
Ashtaroth;  at  worst  they  abandoned  than  to  merely  punish  them.  He  raised 
the  Lord  altogether.  The  plural  terms,  up  empowered  leaders  who  could  lead 
Baals  and  Astoreths,  indicate  the  many  the  people  to  victoiy.  These  leaders 
nuances  of  the  worship  of  Baal  and  were  savvy  and  wise.  We  know  them  by 

...,»u _ . ..Ill - ..l--;..,.  »k«  ■ 


the  Lord  altogether.  The  plural  terms, 
Baals  and  Astoreths,  indicate  the  many 
nuances  of  the  worship  of  Baal  and 


different  emphases  on  their  worship  of  Because  the  Lord  ‘raised  up'  the 
these  gods.  In  essence,  as  the  Israelites  judges,  they  were  able  to  save  the  Is- 
planted  their  crops,  they  worshiped  raelites  “out  of  the  hands  of  these  raid- 
Yahweh,  but  they  “hedged  their  bets*  ers"  (2:16).  The  Lord  was  “with  the 
by  worshiping  Baal  and  Ashtaroth  also,  judge*  (2:18).  Consequently,  the  judge 
To  the  Lord  this  was  spiritual  adultery,  was  able  to  deliver  the  people  out  of 


the  hands  of  their  enemies  as  long  as 
the  judge  -lived.  None  of  this  was  pos¬ 
sible  however  except  for  the  fact  of 
God’s  compassion.  When  He  heard  the 
"groaning  of  His  people  under  those 
who  oppressed  and  afflicted  them 
(2:18).  He  relented  from  chastising 
them  by  raising  up  judges  to  deliver 
them.  The  people’s  groaning  included 
expressions  of  contrition,  words  of  re¬ 
pentance,  and  cries  for  deliverance. 

4.  Divine  Testing  (Judg.  2:19- 
22)  As  is  often  the  case  with  us,  Is¬ 
rael  did  not  learn  their  lesson.  When 
the  judge  died,  they  sinned  again  and 
became  ‘even  more  corrupt  (2:19; 
NTV).  The  pattern  began  all  over 
again.  Some  years  ago  my  mentor.  Dr. 
George  Harrison,  taught  me  the  acros¬ 
tic  S7W.O.R.D.  for  remembering  the 
pattern  of  sin  and  Judgment  in  Judg¬ 
es.  The  people  SINNED  (S),  incurring 
God's  WlATH  (W).  God  raised  up  OP¬ 
PRESSORS  (0)  to  chastise  His  people. 
Eventually  the  people  REPENTED  (R). 
Then,  God  compassionately  DELIV¬ 
ERED  (D)  His  people.  This  pattern  can 
be  observed  throughout  Judges.  Thus, 
the  people  in  the  land  were  left  by  the 
Lora  to  test  His  people.  The  lesson 
teaches  us  to  demonstrate  fidelity  to 
the  Lord  because  not  doing  so  has  dire 
consequences.  We  can  live  by  the  truth 
or  suffer  the  consequences. 

VanHorn  it  dean  of  Christian  Stud¬ 
ies  at  Mississippi  College.  Clinton. 


Victorious  •  Romans  7:13-8:1 1 


'My  mind  is  made  up,  don’t 
with  facts* 

:  live  the  Christian  life  with- 

_ - - - - -  i»er  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a 

fice,  he  was  determined  to  hang  hU  complete  waste  of  time  and  eternity. 

‘  ‘  *  “  ‘  ‘  You  cannot  earn  your  salvation  by  do- 

r "  anu  .mnra  than  untl 


in  the  Upper  Room  with  Jesus  and  the 
disciples.  He  missed  that  supper  by 
thirty  years  or  so.  When  Paul  finally 
came  to  tbe  altar  of  the  Living  Sacn- 

ilVC,  lie  " no  utlll.mil,,  ™  ,  •*  — 

old  life  so  he  could  live  his  victorious 
But  it  was  a  struggle.  Ev- 


Last  week,  we  read  the  blood  red 
words  of  our  Lord  recorded  in  the 
16th  chapter  of  the  gospel  of  John. 

Jesus  was  a  few  hours  away  from  Cal¬ 
vary.  In  John  13,  we  read  that  Judas 
Iscariot  left  the  Upper  Room  with  two 

very  clean  feet.  Hi*  mind  was  firmly  new  one.  - -  —  . 

set  on  his  plan  to  betray  the  Suffer-  ery  day.  Paul  needed  The 
Ing  Servant  who  had  tenderly  washed  we  desire  to 
them  shortly  after  supper.  Better  to  be  victori-  mmmmm 
eat,  THEN  run  maybe?!  I  am  always  ous,  we  also  V 
sad  to  remember  that  Judas  missed  need  The  ' 
hearing  Jesus  speak  of  the  Comforter  same  Help-  QJL^In 
in  John  14,  the  Gardener  of  John  15  er.  -,Y 

or  The  Helper  of  John  16.  Judas  did  God  ap- 


>od  -deeds  any  -more  than  you 
keep  on  ‘doing  enough  deeds* 
to  maintain 

■  h!  Salva¬ 
tion  and 
personal 
growth  are 
not  based 
dfr  "your 


Brown 


strength. 
Just  as  Je¬ 
sus’  death 
on  the  cross 
is  your  one 
and  only  hope  for  salvation,  tbe  Holy 
Spirit  is  vour  one  and  only  hope  for  vic¬ 
tory  in  living  it  out  day  by  day.  Paul's 
problem  proves  our  solution.  Paul  has 
a  severe  case  of  *1*  trouble.  ‘I*  “me* 
‘my’  dominate  the  closing  verses  of 
chapter  seven  which  ends  in  despair. 

The  questions  of  chapter  seven  are 
answered  in  chapter  eight.  Tbe  want- 
to  and  can't  do  and  the  should  do  but 
won't  do  battle  must  end  in  Christ 
Does!  We  will  fail  here  and  there  and 


forward  ami  bean  Him  boldly  ask.  Holy  Spirit  was  calling  a  man  who  was 
"Whom  do  you  seek?*  After  planting  so  brilliant  and  so  wefl-school«l  in  the 
that  deadly,  prearranged  kiss  of  iden-  Word  of  God  and  the  Law  of  Moaes 
tification,  Judas  went  out  and  hanged  that  he  could  have  written  CUff  Notes 
himself  in  complete  despair  on  the  entire  Old  Testament  withhis 

This  week,  a a  we  study  about  the  scroll  and  quill  tied  behind  his  back, 
power  of  God  the  Holy  Spirit  from  the  Our  true  heart  condition  to  revealed 
book  of  Romans  chapters  seven  and  by  our  head  knowledge  and  pur  mind 
eight,  we  hear  the  apostle  Paul  ask-  set.  Paul  had  “set  his  mind  to  obey 
ing  the  same  question:  ‘Whom  do  God's  law  and  see  that  everyone  else 
you  seek?"  When  you  need  victory,  did  too,  including  the  believers  in  the 
on  whom  do  you  rely?  Paul  was  not  early  church.  Paul  could  have  invented 


suffer  consequences  as  long  as  we  live, 
but  we  are  not  condemned  if  we  are 
“in  Christ.*  We  must  determine  daily 
to  walk  after  (seek,  pursue)  the  Spirit 
and  run  (speed  away)  from  tbe  flesh. 

Prisoners  of  war  in  ancient  days 
were  tied  inescapably  to  the  corpse  of 
fallen  soldiers.  Escape  was  virtually 
impossible.  Every  step  taken  had  to 
support  your  body  as  well  as  the  dead 
weight  of  the  body  tightly  tethered  to' 
you.  Face  to  face  witn  death  spiritu¬ 
ally  is  just  as  much  of  a  burden.  God 
alone  can  free  us  to  live  in  victory  over 
the  things  that  bind  us.  The  comedian 
Flip  Wilson  always  blamed  his  sin  on 
*tbe  devil  made  me  do  it!t*  Adam  and 
Eve  introduced  us  to  that  strategy.  We 
have,  been  hiding  behind  that  worth¬ 
less  game  ever  since  Eden.  There  are 
two  sides  in  the  war:  flesh  vs.  Spir¬ 
it.  A  long  time  ago,  I  decided  which 
side  I  knew  1  wanted  to  be  on.  On  the 
days  when  I  rely  on  tbe  Spirit,  I  win. 
On  the  days  when  I  release  the  power 
of  fleshly  self,  I  lose.  Winning  with 
the  Spirit  brings  honor  to  tbe  family 
name.  Losing  with  the  flesh  gives  the 
victory  to  the  enemy. 

Brown  is  the  stuff  evangelist  at 
First  Church,  Richland. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Graduate*  taken 
Rime*  and  Emily 
Alford,  PROG¬ 
RESS  CHURCH, 
MCCOMB.  were 
presented  Bible* 
by  pastor  Bob 


Gaye  Williamson,  RRST  CHURCH.  CHARLESTON,  has  rebred 
after  18  years  as  pianist  Shown  are  pastor  John  Price,  Williamson, 
Jeanette  Keyset  and  Karen  Clements. 


CHURCH. 
OLOH,  recog¬ 
nises  its  gradu¬ 
ates.  Front  row: 
Natalee  Baggett, 
Alyssa  Brand, 
Taryn  Graham, 
and  Emily  Cobia; 
back  row,  Stoseh 
Powell  and  Caleb 
Morris. 


f.  lark  end  Gail  McArthur,  of  GOSS  CHURCH.  COLUMBIA,  were 
r  resented  a  trip  to  the  Holy  Land  after  25  year*  of  service.  McAr¬ 
thur  served  as  minister  of  music  and  pastor.  They  are  shown  on  tt» 
Sea  of  Galilee. 


0 


■  >•* 


recognised  grad¬ 
uates  Clayton 
Giles  and  Abigali 
McDaniel,  shown 


tor  Michael 


r**T  [Ti 


a .  I»f  4 


CHURCH. 
MCCOMB.  licensed 
Connor  Alford  to  the 
ministry  June  10.  H# 
is  shown,  right,  with 
Bob  Lynch. 


>  Brtsrwood  Drive  Church,  Jackson, 
will  show  the  movie.  Courageous,  July 
14,  630  pjn.  A  community  festival  will 


A  four-week  Courageous  Living  Bible  stud) 
wiD  begin  the  following  week  (time  TBA). 


/  J 


